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Abstract 

This paper examines the historical impact of slavery and the trans-Atlantic slave trade, which 

played a significant role in shaping Africa’s history and global image. Although the trade 
ended centuries ago, its consequences remain evident in Africa’s economic, social, and 

political structures. The study highlights how the trans-Atlantic slave trade depleted Africa’s 

human capital while contributing to the economic expansion of Western nations. Findings 
indicate that the legacy of the trade continues to hinder Africa’s growth, fostering economic 

underdevelopment, internal divisions, and a lasting sense of exploitation. The paper 

emphasizes the importance of African unity, strong governance, and investment in human 
capital as essential steps toward addressing these historical injustices and promoting 

sustainable development across the continent. 
 

Keywords:  Africa, slave trade, slavery, impacts, history, image  
 

 

Introduction                         
Slavery acts and the international Trans-Atlantic slave trade which took place in Africa 

between the periods sixteenth to nineteenth centuries as well as the resurgence of the modern-

day system of slave trade in Africa have implications and effects on African history and image 
in Africa in the 21st century. Africa is one of the seven continents in the world and the second 

largest continent. It has the largest population of people despite the heavy transfer of its people 

from the continent to the new worlds during the slave trade period. Africa is a culturally 

diversified continent with numerous ethnic groups, cultures, languages, food, dressings etc. 
Many events such as colonialism, the scramble for Africa, wars between clans, the Great Trek, 

the slave trade etc., occurred in Africa at different periods in the past. Hodgson and Bayfield 

(2017) observed that many of the world’s significant concepts, art forms, Diasporas, and 
material goods have their origins in the African continent; the deep history, vast geography, and 

complex local, regional, and global entanglements of people, ideas, and goods within and 

beyond the continent place Africa at the center of global historical processes rather than on its 
processes.  

The African environment is rich in fauna and flora and according to Hodgson and 

Bayfield (2017), the continent that we call Africa is a huge surface area of almost twelve 

million square miles, diverse in every possible way - socially, ecologically, culturally, 
politically, linguistically and economically. Africa has a unique climate that is good for the 

citizens and tourists. Its climate ranges from being tropical to being sub-arctic (freezing) in 

nature. Colm (1997) took time to look at African countries, their cultures and languages, 
similarities and differences. In the views of (Shillington, 2012:9), the continent of Africa has a 

longer human history than any other continent in the world and Africa is the only continent in 

which evidence has been found for early evolution. In general, societies around the world have 
engaged in one form of slavery or the other in different ways and under different 

circumstances. Thus, in as much as the past slave trade took place in Africa coupled with the 

ongoing modern-day system of slave trade, many forms of slavery and slave trade have 

occurred in other parts of the world and should not be entirely used to define Africa. Slave 
trade in recent times is condemned. Therefore, it is crucial for both perpetrators and African 

leaders to recognize the significant impact on African history and take decisive action to put an 

end to the situation. Researchers, also use past slave trade in Africa to mar the African image. 
Thus, there is a need to recall that already, the foreign writers and historians, while 

documenting the slavery and slave trade which took place in the African continent as a most 
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standing event in Africa, failed to understand that Africans have the mental power and will to 

recognize the negative ideologies being labelled against them by those who wish they remained 

in perpetual darkness so that their abundant mineral and human resources can continue to be 

exploited for other people’s benefits other than Africa. This paper is of the opinion that all other 
great discoveries, ideologies and civilizations prevalent in Africa be researched in detail and 

used to capitalize on African history and image, not only the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Indeed, 

the slave trade, slavery acts and the resurgent system of slavery is having implications on 
African history and image but that should not completely be used in defining Africa, rather 

African greatness should be accessed. There is a need for African history and image to be 

reassessed, and because if left unchecked, will continue having implications of backwardness in 
the capacious world history.  
 

African History in World History 
African history pertains to all the things that have happened in Africa many years ago. 

Some of these include the great ancient civilizations, great kingdoms, queens, kings, and the 

transatlantic slave trade, which cannot be denied as a major but unfortunate event in African 

history amongst so many others. But, according to Illife (1995), the story of Africa begins with 
the evolution of the human species in Africa, where it spread to the continent and the world. 

Also, in the words of Davidson (1977), the origin of African history is extremely old; recent 

discoveries suggest that Africa may have been the birthplace of mankind because it was in 
Africa that early tools were first discovered and this occurred several millions ago.  Different 

cultures live in Africa making it a unique and blessed continent. People’s histories are formed 

out of their experiences and the happenings in their environmental background. In other words, 
their history is always based on the nature of their cultures and the natural environment in 

which they found themselves and grew. In the world of trade and commerce, Africa had earlier 

on engaged in trade where valuable objects such as gold, ivory, silk, salt, copper, metal ware 

among so many others were traded. Also, slaves serve as commodities for trade in some places 
as well. Thus, there had been dealings on slaves in old Africa as well as in modern Africa. 

Slavery and the slave trade had been part of the system but can never be compared with the 

magnitude and devastating impact of the popular Trans-Atlantic slave trade.  
 African history has undergone challenges to be or not to be what the Europeans made 

of it or to be what Africans felt it truly was. Ferguson (2006) affirmed thus ‘we are surely right 

to be suspicious of accounts that see in Africa only a lack of incompleteness; that cast Africa as 
a land of failed states, uncontrollable violence, horrific diseases, and unending poverty simply 

recycle old clichés of western presence and eternal African absence’. The truth is that Africa 

was not as blank as regards written records as we were made to believe. There were traces of 

records by early African merchants like the Arabs. Also, the Europeans who came to Africa did 
not stay long enough to learn about African ways and cultures or that they were not interested 

in learning or documenting the facts about Africa. As Bradbury (1959) noted, their accounts are 

therefore for the most superficial of accuracy and severely limited in scope and detail. Africa 
has a great history which has to be associated with her and her image. However, one vital 

instrument which has helped Africa to bring together African history is the oral evidence. This 

constitutes all the verbally transmitted words about the African people passed down from one 

generation to the other over the years. Therefore, Ferguson (2006) observed that the real 
knowledge of Africa is grounded in detailed ethnographic knowledge of local communities. 

According to Lovejoy (UNESCO), the scientific discovery and application of technology to the 

natural environment have been essential to the history of Africa and the development of the 
African Diaspora throughout the world.  

 

Image of Africa in the 21
st
 century  

African image, naturally, apart from the way Westerners wanted to see Africa, should 

be one of beauty, hard work, valour, zeal, colour, and richness in fauna and sauna. But then, 

sentiments apart, Landau and Kaspin (2000), correctly captured the image of Africa in the eyes 
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of most Westerners as a result of the past slave trade when they stated that ‘in the fullness of 

the West’s nineteenth-century engagement with Africa, the slave trade era’s harsh views were 

fragmented, it was maintained that Africans were children; that the present day in Africa was 

somehow the primitive past of the West and yet, conversely, that the ancient history of Africa 
belonged to the biblical past of the West. It, therefore, becomes clear that discussions on 

reassessing the image of Africa in the world’s view are very important. A Good image of 

Africa will boost her self-esteem, and make her believe in herself to acquire faster development 
in all sectors in the continent.  Chari and Mhiripiri (2014) have rightly observed that a nation’s 

image is an important component of its success. In the words of Landau and Kaspin (2000) 

again, ‘image is a very forgiving word, even a very promiscuous one; in a basic sense, an image 
means a picture whether the referent is present as an object or in the mind…thus if we begin 

thinking about the subject matter, with the idea of an ‘image of Africa’, it should be 

acknowledged that this image consists of a set of ideas associated with Africa’. Africa has been 

sapped so early that it cannot be shamed for lacking in fast or important developments, rather, 
Africa should be praised for having smartened from all these setbacks, emerging stronger and 

more productive day by day. African achievements, from the abolition of the slave trade to the 

time of legitimate trade up to this contemporary time, have not been adequately studied and 
documented in world history for the sake of its new image in present times. African societies 

can boast of having the best natural environment with high moral standards, organized societies 

with ethical values, and moral principles designed to give them a more focused life and serene 
environment than is seen in other societies in other continents of the world. Africa may not be 

as developed and advanced as most European nations but most of these European nations 

cannot boast of totally doing it alone because in most cases, African sweat, labour, resources 

and manpower made them what they are today.  
However, there are still some individuals who access African history and images from 

other angles other than slave trade. In his view, Omer-Cooper (1978) stated that the greatest 

movement in African history is undoubtedly the long and mainly unrecorded processes of 
expansion and colonization. African image should be judged by all the great achievements it 

made other than the past slave trade and all the negativities that are attached to it. But then, all 

these African achievements apart, there is a new form of challenge to its achievements. In the 

21st century Africa, the issue of human trafficking which includes child trafficking, a resurgent 
form of slave trade system, is posing a big challenge to African history and its image in 

particular. The Trans-Atlantic slave trade is bad enough but worse still is this modern-day 

subtle system of slave trade on African history and image. Stopping it completely will help the 
world remember all the African achievements and concentrate on them. There is a continuous 

struggle to rectify African history and observe her achievements in history when this new form 

of slave trade resurrected to downgrade African image.  
 

Trans-Atlantic slave trade and its effects on Africa  

Slavery is defined as human beings forced to work, often under threat; being owned or 

controlled by someone else; being dehumanized or bought and sold as property, and being 
physically constrained or having restrictions placed on free movement (Lovejoy ,2012). The act 

of slavery had been part of the domestic part of the African societies before the interference of 

the Europeans in the African environment. Slave trade was an event that shook all aspects of 
African life both in the past and present. Hugh (2015) believed that between 1497 and about 

1870, ten million or more black slaves were carried from Africa to one port or another in the 

Americas. Thus, the trade has been considered a huge crime against humanity. It is an event 

that sowed the seed of disintegration in the African people and enabled them to spread across 
the world like the Igbo proverbial bean seed ukpaka. Slavery and slave trade whether across the 

Atlantic or within the African communities are never good. In Africa, it led to the increase of 

hatred and misunderstanding so that wars may erupt and slaves captured for either domestic 
work or other gains. Internally or otherwise the huge crime created gaps and divisions among 

families and left permanent sadness on people separated from their loved ones.  

https://ijose.unn.edu.ng/


International Journal of Studies in Education – Vol. 21, Issue 1, 2025, 317-326 

ISSN: 2636-6320 (ONLINE) - 2636-6339 (PRINT) - https://ijose.unn.edu.ng/  

 
 

320 
 

Slave trade has grossly affected African history and image in the world calendar. It 

sapped Africa and its people of human, mineral and natural resourses. Omer-Cooper (1978) 

noted that under the combined impact of changing economic circumstances and philanthropic 

enthusiasm, the slave trade gave way to the attempt to tap the productive capacities of the 
continent directly to provide raw materials for the insatiable factories and customers for the 

ever-increasing food and goods. The trade caused some negative situations for displaced 

Africans who now face racism and discrimination in foreign lands.  Flint (1976) detailed the 
story of the slave trade in Africa and the colonies of blacks in Africa in their book Cambridge 

History of Africa, Volume 5. Africans who were taken abroad worked in plantation farms, 

homes, industries and mining. The famous African trans-Atlantic slave trade brought the 
African continent to the world limelight more than her other achievements. The event shaped 

the American population, race and skin colour. It also boosted their economy as well as that of 

the other European world countries.  

The slave trade brought about horrendous inhumane suffering on the people of Africa. 
Some of the negative impacts of the trade in the African continent are: that it separated families 

from their loved ones till date and left regrets and feelings of despair in the people of Africa. 

Able-bodied Africans were forcefully taken from their natural environment to unknown 
destinations where they began life as labourers and servants. Africans still lament till date the 

loss of their able bodied men mostly and then women who used their strength to work in 

foreign lands instead of using it to develop Africa. It lead to the spread of Africans across the 
world countries. It led to the loss of natural language and culture to the adoption of foreign 

languages and cultures in faraway foreign lands. Many human races and colours are developed 

today because Africans in the Diaspora have mixed their blood with that of other races. The 

trans-Atlantic slave trade, which lasted from the 16th to the 19th century, involved the forced 
transportation of millions of Africans to the Americas. This large-scale human trafficking not 

only led to the depopulation of African societies but also had profound and lasting effects on 

the continent’s social, political, and economic structures. One of the most significant impacts 
was the demographic decline, as millions of young and able-bodied individuals were taken 

away. This led to a reduced population growth rate, disrupted family structures, and created 

gender imbalances that affected societal dynamics. Some studies estimate that by 1850, 

Africa’s population was significantly lower than what it would have been without the slave 
trade. The shortage of men in many communities led to shifts in marriage patterns, such as an 

increase in polygyny, which altered traditional family systems and labor structures (Springer, 

2016). 
Politically, the slave trade contributed to increased warfare and the weakening of 

African states. Many African leaders and communities engaged in capturing and selling people 

to European traders in exchange for weapons and goods. This constant cycle of violence and 
betrayal led to deep political fragmentation, weakening centralized governance and creating 

long-lasting divisions within societies. Research suggests that regions heavily affected by the 

slave trade still experience higher levels of political instability and corruption today, as 

historical divisions and mistrust continue to shape local governance (AEH Network, 2020). 
Economically, the focus on capturing and selling people instead of developing industries and 

agriculture stunted Africa’s economic growth. The loss of a significant portion of the workforce 

led to reduced agricultural production, while dependency on European goods disrupted 
traditional economies. Instead of engaging in manufacturing and trade that could have 

contributed to long-term development, many African societies became reliant on the slave trade 

as a primary source of wealth. This economic stagnation had lasting effects, as regions most 
affected by the slave trade struggled to industrialize even after the trade was abolished. The 

social and cultural impacts of the trans-Atlantic slave trade were also severe. The constant fear 

of raids and kidnappings led to widespread insecurity and mistrust within African communities. 

Families were torn apart, cultural traditions were disrupted, and social cohesion weakened. 
Studies show that the legacy of mistrust from the slave trade still affects levels of social 
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cooperation in many African societies today. Additionally, the loss of skilled individuals—

including artisans, farmers, and scholars—meant that knowledge and cultural heritage were 

diminished, further hindering African development. 

In recent years, efforts have been made to address the historical injustices of the trans-
Atlantic slave trade. The African Union and CARICOM have initiated discussions on 

reparations, with the establishment of the Global Reparation Fund in 2023 seeking 

compensation from former colonial powers. Some African countries, such as Benin, have 
introduced laws granting citizenship to descendants of enslaved individuals in an attempt to 

reconcile with their past role in the slave trade (AP News, 2024). There have also been renewed 

calls for European nations to acknowledge and compensate Africa for the lasting damage 
caused by the trade (The Guardian, 2025). Overall, the trans-Atlantic slave trade had 

devastating effects on Africa, many of which are still visible today. From political instability to 

economic underdevelopment and social fragmentation, the trade’s legacy continues to shape the 

continent. Recognizing these impacts is essential for addressing contemporary challenges and 
fostering sustainable development in Africa. 
 

A survey of the processes used in slavery and slave trade 
The processes involved in gathering slaves from the hinterland to be sold to foreign 

traders were quite devastating. The entire processes engaged in collecting, selling, transporting 

and landing slaves to their final destination were also disturbing. Many of them could not bear 
the hard conditions on their way to the new lands and died on the way. Often, in exchange for 

slaves were European goods such as textiles, low-quality weapons, tobacco, textiles etc. Slaves 

bought by the Europeans were needed in the American plantations and factories which 
prompted the European colonists to seek for cheap labour to work in sugar and other 

plantations as well as in the mines. The Portuguese started indulging in the slave trade in Africa 

early, around the sixteenth centuries. Later, other European nations joined in the slave trade 

business because of the huge profit involved. Some of the notable countries who joined in the 
trade are British, French, Dutch, Danes, Spaniards and Portuguese. In West Africa, slave 

traders (the African middlemen) did their business along the coasts (especially the coasts in 

West Africa) in exchange for slaves, gold, ivory, textiles, tobacco etc. Besides these goods, 
African chiefs valued the European supply of guns and gun powders more because it helped 

them in war times to defeat their enemies and where possible subdue them.   

Another major negative impact of the slave business was that it brought discrimination 
among the people. It disabled or devalued human status in the society making some people 

‘free born’ and some ‘not free born’. In traditional African society, there are many ways 

through which slaves were made or practiced, one is  traditional slavery-a situation whereby 

people are naturally born into slavery and their children continue to be slaves when they are 
born; the second mentioned is the debt bondage which occurs when a person is used as 

collateral for a loan; serfdom on the other hand is described as a type of slavery which binds a 

person by law, custom or agreement to work on someone else’s land; forced labour is a 
situation whereby individuals are compelled to work under coercion, and forced intimidation; 

and another is child labour, a situation whereby children are subjected to hardship of different 

sorts (United Nations Slavery, n.d). These were the typical ways slaves were made or used in 

Africa until it took another dimension with the interference of the Europeans. 
 

Role of Deities in the slave trade and its impact on Africa 

Some groups of people are often seen or labeled slaves (osu) in the societies such as in 
Igbo land for example, by the community people. These are often persons whose parents at 

some point in time in the olden days ran to shrines for safety and protection for one thing or the 

other. Running to the deities for protection makes the person a servant or slave of the deity. 
Such persons will surely be protected by the deity because people fear deities but they will 

never be the same again as the society will now reject them and see them as outcasts. The 

popular Ibini Ukpabi deity in Arochukwu when Aro traders were in their prime as traders is a 
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typical example. People ran to the shrine of Ibini Ukpabi in the olden days to escape many 

punishments at the time. This type of slavery system has been abolished in the Christian 

religion but is still being silently practiced in some communities in Africa. These people 

silently face discrimination throughout their live and unto their new generations. Akosua (2001) 
observed that slaves were got in pre-colonial Africa for domestic and external demands, 

through warfare, market supply, raiding, kidnapping, tribute and pawning. 

In pre-colonial Africa slaves were welcomed or were a part of the social structure 
because they are needed to run errands in king’s palaces or individual homes. There was need 

for slaves to work in owners’ farms or to do domestic shores for people who could afford slaves 

or were the position to own slaves. Some slaves were outstanding in their duties and were able 
to gain the trust of their owners. And as such run errands for their masters who sometimes free 

them or reward them handsomely. Slaves served as merchants or porters in pre-colonial Africa. 

Traditionally, slaves were needed for several duties in a pure African setting. Kings need slaves 

to work for them and to accompany them to the land of the dead when they die. Slaves are 
sometimes used where there is need for human sacrifice for the sanctifying of the land of 

sacrileges. In the homes of the rich, slaves run domestic work such as cooking, serving, 

entertaining, running general errands and doing all the difficult duties for the owner. 
 

Slave trade resurgence in present-day Africa 
The African transatlantic slave trade was abolished many years ago. Yet, new forms of 

slavery and the slave trade have been practiced in recent times. This is condemnable because it 

is damaging the history and image of Africa. Due to hardship and poverty in many African 

societies today, parents send their children away to stay with people in the city for food and 
education. Such children and young people most times go through terrible moments worse than 

slaves. They face abuse and neglect and work more than is required. Poverty has the potential 

to turn people into slaves for other people. In most cases, these children are used by the people 
who have taken them away from their parents and used as street hawkers, sales girls or 

prostitutes within or internationally. Parents also, sometimes, give out their children away as 

collateral until they pay whoever they owe in such situations, and whenever there is a failure to 
pay back at the scheduled time, the child becomes the property of the person being owned. 

Child or women trafficking has become a popular and most common form of slavery. In the 

case of women trafficking across borders, victims are often subjected to various ills first 

beginning with the taking of oaths in shrines making them swear for secrecy and all. This is 
slavery by trick and many young women have been carted away from their natural societies to 

foreign lands with the promise of improving their lives only for them to be introduced into 

prostitution. These young women (because it is mostly young women) face rape, physical 
violence, forced sex, work without pay and in most cases get injured or killed whenever they 

refused to comply.  

Money made by them is given to their owners and not to them. Just like the trans-
Atlantic slave trade, they have mistresses or masters whom they work for. Today, many 

humanitarian organizations such as the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Anti-

Slavery International, the Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART) amongst others 

and some other good Christian organizations are fighting against human trafficking across 
Africa.  This modern-day slave business also dents Africa’s image and is not good for her 

future history. Many African individuals and foreigners are guilty of this act.  
 

A review of African achievements 

There is no doubting the fact that the popular trans-Atlantic slave trade which took 

place in Africa was an outstanding maritime and commercial venture in world history 

(Hugh:2015). However, Hodgson & Bayfield (2017) observed that Africa has a long history of 
global interactions that have shaped the rest of the world in significant ways - from the early 

migrations of our evolutionary forebears; to the precious metals that supported international 

economies, to the forced displacements of enslaved adults and children, to contemporary 
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circulations of people, music, ideas, and resources.  But before and after the trade of the 15th to 

19th century, Africa has recorded great achievements worthy to be remembered for in world 

history. First, Africa has been regarded as the place of ancient human civilizations. 

Architecturally, Africa excelled as can be seen in the remarkable pyramids found in Egypt. 
Shillington (2012) noted that the Egyptians were great builders of stone; The temples, statues 

and pyramids were often built on huge scale, still staggering in these days of modern 

technology. Many cities and palaces in Africa hold wonderful architecture such as those found 
in Sokoto and other parts of northern Nigeria and Africa. Metallurgically, it stands out in the 

production of iron tools. Medicinally and in herbs, Africa has rich environments full of tropical 

vegetables, fruits, herbs, and foods highly sought across the globe for medicinal purposes and 
treatment of ailments. Africa has produced great engineers, doctors, surgeons, businessmen, 

such as Dangote, and great writers such as Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, amongst so many 

others. Africa also has worl-acclaimed peace seekers and great humanitarians such as Nelson 

Mandela of South Africa. Africa boasts of her great valour and systematic fighters and warriors 
such as Shaka de Zulu amongst others. Queen Amina of Zaria, Amina Sambo are some of the 

great African women before and after the European intrusion. Not forgetting the great pharaohs 

who conquered Egypt and ruled in the 25th dynasty. Many of these pharaohs erected excellent 
architectural buildings and towers in history. In writing African great writing skill and style 

Nsibidi can only be found in Africa. Not forgetting Meroe and Axum’s notable writing styles as 

well as architectural designs of stone towers still standing today. Historically, the famous Ibn 
Battuta travelled extensively while Mansa Musa made remarkable wealth that showed the 

struggles that depict African prowess. Africa has great kingdoms, great traders, trade routes and 

commercial acumen. There was the kingdom of Axum with a significant trade route, the 

kingdoms of Ghana, Mali and the city of Timbuktu. Africans made positive contributions to the 
science and technology of the Americans and other foreign nations where they were sold. 

 Africa has introduced new philosophies, innovations, and ideologies, useful in today’s 

world. In the words of Lovejoy (UNESCO), ‘When Africans migrated, whether under 
conditions of slavery or as voluntary travelers, they took with them knowledge of agricultural 

techniques and skills in exploiting the natural environment that was necessary for development. 

As people have done elsewhere in the world as well, Africans depended for their survival upon 

the ability to adapt successfully to specific ecological settings. Despite all these and more 
achievements not listed here, what is strikingly written and seen in history is Africa’s naivety 

and backwardness, underdevelopment in all areas, land of slave trade etc. The huge positive 

contributions of African people or the African slaves in the development of European nations 
were never or are minimally written.  Thus, it is the duty of this paper and the duty of African 

historians to highlight the positive contributions of Africans especially African slaves in world 

development. Van-Sertima (1983), rightly observed that the nerve of the world has been 
deadened for centuries by the vibrations of African genius. Also, Akinrinade (1989) noticed 

that Africa has contributed a lot positively to the commonwealth.  
 

Atlantic Slave Trade and its effects on African Development  
Slave trades in Africa brought about the exploitation and milking of African resources - 

human and mineral resources. Today, Africa has low development because of the negative 

effects of the slave trade. The trade led to the destruction of African languages and cultures. 
When compared with other continents in Africa, Africa becomes the very continent in history 

where slavery devastatingly took place. African slave merchants arranged for slaves and sold 

them on the coast of Africa to the Europeans who transported them overseas for farm 

plantations and factories. The trade was highly profitable and thus, it lingered for years even 
after it was abolished. Africa seems to be fated to be the continent where stories of the trade of 

slaves took place many years ago. Klein (1999), said that despite its central importance in the 

economic and social history of Western expansion, its fundamental role in the history of 
America and profound impact on African society, the Atlantic slave trade remained one of the 

least studied areas in modern Western historiography until the past quarter of the century.  
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The trans-Atlantic slave trade inflicted profound and enduring consequences on 

African societies, disrupting socio-economic structures, governance systems, and human capital 

development. The forced removal of millions of Africans not only depopulated the continent 

but also led to the erosion of traditional institutions and economic stagnation, effects that 
continue to resonate in contemporary times. In recent years, a phenomenon colloquially termed 

the "Japa syndrome" has emerged, describing the mass emigration of skilled Nigerians seeking 

better opportunities abroad. This trend mirrors historical patterns of human capital flight and 
presents significant challenges to Nigeria's development. Researchers such as Adeyamju et al. 

(2024) have examined this issue, highlighting factors such as high unemployment rates, 

insecurity, and unfulfilled aspirations as primary drivers of this migration wave. Similarly, 
Olaniji (2023) explores the socio-economic implications of this exodus, noting that while 

migration can offer individual benefits, it often results in a brain drain that hampers national 

progress.  Hence, addressing the legacy of the slave trade and contemporary challenges like the 

Japa syndrome requires a multifaceted approach. Investments in human capital, economic 
diversification, improved governance, and active engagement with the diaspora are crucial 

steps toward fostering sustainable development and mitigating the adverse effects of skilled 

labor migration. 
 

Conclusion  
The work has tried to prove that slavery and the slave trade which took place between 

the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries in Africa marred African history and image and 
overshadowed its successful parts. Modern-day system of slave trade going on in most African 

countries also mars African image and should be abolished. Perpetrators engaging in human 

trafficking should desist from such acts because of their damaging effects. Nevertheless, Africa 
has other great events and innovations which have affected the entire world positively. Before 

the coming of the white men into the African continent, the continent has been in existence 

doing very well in trade and other endeavours. Africa has great men and women who have 
excelled in many parts of life. She also has great expanse lands and a blessed environment 

replete with great resources and beautiful landscapes. This work is of the view that, other vital 

contributions of Africa to the world must be remembered and recorded in history. Slave trade 

and its misgivings should not be used alone in accessing African history, rather, along with it, 
should be listed as other great events which took place in Africa. The slave trade itself 

benefited the European nations mightily because African men supplied massive labour and 

strength. The paper also opposes the slave trade system going on in the 21st century called 
human trafficking because of its damaging effects on humanity, African history and image. 

 

The Way Forward 

The trans-Atlantic slave trade left a lasting impact on Africa, disrupting its social, 
economic, and political structures. The forced removal of millions of Africans not only 

weakened the continent's human capital but also shaped negative perceptions of Africa in 

global history. Today, the remnants of these historical injustices persist in various forms, 
including economic underdevelopment, brain drain, and social instability. To counteract these 

effects and reshape Africa’s image on the global stage, strategic and sustainable measures must 

be taken. The following recommendations provide a path toward a more prosperous and self-
sufficient Africa. 

1. Investment in Human Capital: Governments should implement policies that encourage 

skill retention by offering competitive salaries, improved working conditions, and 

incentives for professionals to remain in their home countries. Retaining skilled individuals 
will help drive economic growth and national development. 

2. Economic Diversification: Reducing reliance on primary resource exports and investing in 

technology, manufacturing, and entrepreneurship can create new employment 
opportunities. This shift will strengthen local economies and decrease dependency on 

foreign aid and imports. 
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3. Improved Governance and Accountability: Corruption, political instability, and weak 

institutions have hindered Africa’s progress. Establishing transparent governance, 

enforcing the rule of law, and ensuring accountability in leadership can foster a more stable 

and prosperous society. 
4. Diaspora Engagement: Many Africans living abroad possess skills and expertise that can 

contribute to national development. Governments should establish structured programs that 

encourage knowledge transfer, investment, and collaboration between the diaspora and 
local institutions. 

5. Youth Empowerment and Education: A well-educated and skilled youth population is 

essential for Africa’s future. Strengthening education systems, investing in vocational 
training, and promoting entrepreneurial skills will equip young Africans with the tools 

needed to thrive in their own countries. 

6. African Unity and Regional Integration: Strengthening economic and political 

cooperation among African nations can lead to collective growth and a stronger global 
presence. Initiatives such as the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) can 

enhance economic integration, boost intra-African trade, and reduce dependency on 

external powers. 
 

References 
Afigbo, A. E. (1986). K.O. Dike and the African historical renaissance. Nigeria: RADA. 

Ajepe, T. (2015). Transatlantic slave trade: Impact on African and New World societies. 
Academia.edu. Retrieved from https://www.academia.edu 

Akinrinade, O. (1989). Africa and the Commonwealth: 1960 to 1980: Trends, achievements 

and policy implications. The Round Table, 309, 33–53. UK: Butterworth Publishers. 
Akosua, P. (2001, April 5). Slavery and slave trade in pre-colonial Africa. Paper presented at 

Manchester College, Indiana, University of Illinois, USA. 

Adeyamju, F., Alao, B., Opakunbi, O., & Ajibade, T. (2024). The ‘japa’ syndrome of Nigerian 
youths as a survival strategy: A socio-economic perspective. African Journal of 

Stability and Development, 16(1), 124–140. Retrieved from 

https://journals.abuad.edu.ng 

AP News. (2024). Benin grants citizenship to slave descendants as it faces its own role in the 
trade. AP News. Retrieved from https://apnews.com 

Bischoff, P., Aning, K., & Acharya, A. (2016). Africa in global international relations: 

Emerging approaches to theory. New York: Routledge. 
Bradbury, B. E. (1959). Chronological problems in the study of Benin history. The Journal of 

the Historical Society of Nigeria, 1(4), XX–XX. 

Chari, T., & Mhiripiri, N. A. (2014). Africa football, identity politics and global media 
narratives: The legacy. USA: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Colm, R. (1997). Africa. Raintree Publishers. 

Davidson, B. (1977). A history of West Africa 1000–1800. London: Longman. 

Encyclopedia Britannica. (n.d.). Transatlantic slave trade: Causes and effects. Retrieved from 
https://www.britannica.com 

Equal Justice Initiative. (n.d.). The transatlantic slave trade. EJI.org. Retrieved from 

https://eji.org 
Ferguson, J. (2006). Global shadows: Africa in the neoliberal world order. UK: Duke 

University Press. 

Flint, J. E. (1976). The Cambridge history of Africa, volume 5. United Kingdom: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Hodgson, D., & Bayfield, J. (2017). Global Africa: Into the twenty-first century. California: 

University of California Press. 

Hugh, T. (2015). The slave trade. Orion. 
Iliffe, J. (1995). Africans: The history of a continent. United Kingdom: Cambridge University 

Press. 

https://ijose.unn.edu.ng/
https://www.academia.edu/
https://journals.abuad.edu.ng/
https://apnews.com/
https://www.britannica.com/
https://eji.org/


International Journal of Studies in Education – Vol. 21, Issue 1, 2025, 317-326 

ISSN: 2636-6320 (ONLINE) - 2636-6339 (PRINT) - https://ijose.unn.edu.ng/  

 
 

326 
 

Klein, H. S. (1999). The Atlantic slave trade. UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Landau, P. S., & Kaspin, D. D. (2000). Images and empires: Visuality in colonial and 

postcolonial Africa. London: University of California Press. 

Lovejoy, P. E. (n.d.). African contribution to world technology. The Slave Route Project. 
UNESCO. Retrieved from 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/African_contribution.pdf 

Lovejoy, P. E. (2012). Transformations in slavery: A history of slavery in Africa. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Nunn, N. (2008). The long-term effects of Africa’s slave trades. Quarterly Journal of 

Economics, 123(1), 139–176. 
Nunn, N., & Wantchekon, L. (2011). The slave trade and the origins of mistrust in Africa. 

American Economic Review, 101(7), 3221–3252. 

Nwabufo, F. (2023). Nigerian youths and the ‘japa’ syndrome. Ripples Nigeria. Retrieved from 

https://ripplesnigeria.com 
Olaniji, E. O. (2023). ‘JAPA’ syndrome and Nigerians’ perspective within the xenophobia 

space. BW Academic Journal. Retrieved from https://journals.abuad.edu.ng 

Okunade, S. K., & Awosusi, O. E. (2023). The Japa syndrome and the migration of Nigerians 
to the United Kingdom: An empirical analysis. Comparative Migration Studies, 11(27). 

Retrieved from https://futureofknowledge.org 

Omer-Cooper, J. D. (1978). The Zulu aftermath: A nineteenth-century revolution in Bantu 
Africa. London: Longman Group Ltd. 

Shillington, K. (2012). A history of Africa. UK: Macmillan Palgrave. 

Teso, E. (2016). The long-term effect of demographic imbalances caused by the African slave 

trades. Journal of African Economies, 25(1), 1–27. 
The British Museum. (n.d.). The wealth of Africa: The slave trade. Retrieved from 

www.britishmuseum.org 

The Guardian. (2025). Thanks to Trump, it is now in Europe’s self-interest to compensate 
Africa for slavery. The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com 

The New Yorker. (2025). Dredging up the ghostly secrets of slave ships. The New Yorker. 

Retrieved from https://www.newyorker.com 

Van-Sertima, I. (1983). The lost sciences of Africa: An overview. In Blacks in science: Ancient 
and modern (pp. XX–XX). 

Whatley, W., & Gillezeau, R. (2011). The impact of the transatlantic slave trade on ethnic 

stratification in Africa. American Economic Review, 101(3), 571–576. 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

https://ijose.unn.edu.ng/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/African_contribution.pdf
https://ripplesnigeria.com/
https://journals.abuad.edu.ng/
https://futureofknowledge.org/
https://chatgpt.com/c/www.britishmuseum.org
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.newyorker.com/

	Abstract
	The Way Forward

