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Abstract 
The study examined the role of education reforms in aligning educational policies with 

environmental laws to promote sustainability in Nigeria. The study was carried out in 

Faculty of Education, University of Nigeria, Nsukka. The study adopted a descriptive survey 
research design. The population of the study comprised 398 lecturers in the Faculty of 

Education, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State. Since the population was 

manageable, no sampling was conducted. The instrument used for data collection was 
questionnaire titled ‘the Role of Education Reforms in Environmental Law Questionnaire’ 

(RERELQ), which was developed by the researchers and face validated by three experts, 

two from Faculty of Education, University of Nigeria, Nsukka and one from Faculty of Law, 

University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus. A reliability coefficient of 0.82 was established. Data 
were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, and frequency distribution. Findings from 

the study revealed that education reforms play a significant role in aligning educational 

policies with environmental laws, fostering greater sustainability in educational practices. 
Additionally, challenges in policy integration and coordination between education and 

environmental sectors were identified. The study contributes to knowledge by providing 

insights into the necessary reforms and strategies for bridging the gap between education 
policy and environmental laws, ensuring sustainable development in Nigeria. Based on the 

findings, it is recommended that the Nigerian government should enhance collaboration 

between education and environmental sectors to effectively implement sustainability 

education at all levels. 
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Introduction 

            Education plays a fundamental role in shaping the future of nations, 

particularly in addressing global challenges such as environmental sustainability. In 

the context of Nigeria, where rapid urbanization, population growth, and 

environmental degradation continue to threaten the well-being of citizens, the 

integration of environmental consciousness into education has become more critical 

than ever. Education reforms, aimed at improving access, quality, and relevance, 

must go beyond traditional teaching to include sustainable practices that align with 

the country’s environmental policies and laws. This alignment has the potential to 

not only improve academic outcomes but also equip future generations with the 

knowledge and skills needed to address environmental issues effectively. As Nigeria 

strives to meet the goals of sustainable development, education emerges as a key 
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instrument for bridging the gap between policy and practice, particularly in the 

realms of educational policy and environmental law. 

Education reforms in Nigeria have evolved over several decades, with the 

primary objective of addressing the educational needs of a rapidly growing 

population. The Nigerian government has introduced various policies aimed at 

improving the quality of education, such as the National Policy on Education (2014), 

the Universal Basic Education Act (2004), and recent curriculum reforms that 

incorporate sustainable development principles. These reforms are crucial for 

preparing future generations to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world, 

including the growing need for environmental consciousness and sustainability 

(Adeyemi, 2022; Ogunyemi, 2021). In recent years, there has been a growing 

recognition of the significant role that education plays in promoting sustainable 

development. According to the United Nations (2020), education is considered a key 

driver for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 4 

(Quality Education) and Goal 13 (Climate Action). Education serves as the 

foundation for instilling values, behaviors, and practices that support environmental 

protection and sustainable living. Integrating environmental law into educational 

policies and curricula is vital for bridging the gap between education reforms and 

environmental sustainability. Nigeria’s education system faces the challenge of not 

only promoting quality education but also ensuring that the content of that education 

is aligned with the country’s environmental laws, such as the National 

Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act 

(2011) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act (1992) (Ibrahim, 

2023). Given the importance of environmental sustainability, it is critical to examine 

how education reforms can support sustainable development by integrating 

environmental laws into educational policies and practices. This alignment holds the 

potential to foster a generation that is not only knowledgeable but also responsible 

for addressing Nigeria's environmental challenges. Bridging the gap between 

educational policy and environmental law could promote better governance, citizen 

engagement, and long-term environmental stewardship in Nigeria (Okafor, 2023; 

Adeyemi, 2022). 
 

Conceptualization 

            Education reforms are systematic changes implemented within an 

educational system to improve its structure, policies, and practices, aiming to align 

with broader societal goals. Okafor (2023) defines education reforms as changes 

made to the educational system to align with national development goals, 

emphasizing the need to focus on sustainability and global competitiveness. 

According to Adewale (2020), these reforms involve modifying policies, curricula, 

teaching methods, and institutional frameworks to meet emerging societal needs. 
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Bodzin (2021) asserts that education reforms are necessary to enhance 

environmental literacy and integrate sustainability into teaching, preparing future 

generations to address environmental challenges. Ogunyemi (2021) argues that 

education reforms are crucial for addressing pressing social, political and 

environmental concerns, with a particular focus on incorporating sustainability into 

the educational framework. For this study, education reforms are defined as 

deliberate and planned changes in the Nigerian education system, specifically aimed 

at integrating sustainability into curricula, teaching practices, and institutional 

operations to align with sustainable development goals (SDGs). However, these 

reforms, particularly those focusing on sustainability, directly influence the 

achievement of sustainable development by equipping future generations with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to tackle environmental issues. 

Sustainable development is a holistic concept that emphasizes the balance 

between meeting present needs without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. UNESCO (2021) defines sustainable 

development as a process that integrates economic, social, and environmental 

dimensions to ensure development that is inclusive, equitable, and environmentally 

sound. Takala (2020) highlights sustainable development as the integration of 

ecological sustainability into all aspects of education, ensuring that people 

understand and promote responsible resource use. Ibrahim (2023) explains that 

sustainable development requires collective efforts from governments, industries, 

and educational institutions to embed environmental consciousness into operations 

and policy frameworks. Jones and Green (2023) describe sustainable development 

as an approach that links education, governance, and environmental law to foster 

responsible behavior towards natural resources and future generations. For the 

purpose of this study, sustainable development refers to the integration of 

environmental, social, and economic dimensions within the education system to 

equip learners with the ability to contribute to ecological sustainability and social 

well-being while achieving national development goals. Education plays a central 

role in fostering sustainable development by ensuring that learners understand 

sustainability principles and are prepared to implement them in their future roles in 

society. 

Environmental laws are the regulatory frameworks designed to manage 

human activities that impact the environment. Bodzin (2021) defines environmental 

laws as legal regulations that aim to manage and mitigate the impact of human 

activities on the environment, ensuring the protection of natural resources. Okafor 

(2023) emphasizes that environmental laws are essential in ensuring that educational 

and industrial practices do not harm the ecosystem, with legal regulations playing a 

critical role in supporting environmental education. Ogunyemi (2021) views 
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environmental laws as policies and legal instruments designed to safeguard 

biodiversity, reduce pollution, and promote green practices within institutions, 

including schools. Jones and Green (2023) describe environmental laws as a set of 

regulations that guide individuals, businesses, and educational institutions in 

sustainable practices to combat issues like climate change and resource depletion. In 

this study, environmental laws are defined as national and international legal 

frameworks in Nigeria, such as the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act 

and the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency 

(NESREA), which regulate activities that impact the environment and promote 

sustainable practices in education and governance. These laws provide the legal 

support for the integration of sustainability into education systems, ensuring that 

environmental concerns are incorporated into both policy and practice. 

Hence, bridging the gap between education policy and environmental law 

involves integrating legal frameworks with educational strategies to promote 

sustainability. Ibrahim (2023) defines the gap as the lack of coordination between 

the educational system and environmental regulations, which limits the ability of 

both sectors to address sustainability challenges effectively. Ogunyemi (2021) 

argues that bridging this gap requires policy-driven initiatives that embed 

environmental education into curricula while aligning legal mandates with school 

practices. Bodzin (2021) emphasizes that gap exists because environmental policies 

are often not sufficiently integrated into educational systems, and legal regulations 

lack the educational frameworks necessary to promote environmental consciousness. 

Takala (2020) suggests that the gap can be bridged by strengthening the relationship 

between educational reforms and environmental law through inter-agency 

collaborations, joint programs, and shared objectives. In this study, bridging the gap 

refers to the strategic alignment of educational policies with environmental laws to 

create a cohesive approach that promotes sustainability in both educational curricula 

and societal practices. This involves reforming educational systems to include 

environmental laws and ensuring that legal frameworks support educational 

initiatives aimed at fostering sustainability. 

Importantly, the conceptualization of education reforms, sustainable 

development, and environmental laws provides a comprehensive framework for 

understanding how these elements interconnect. Education reforms serve as the 

foundational mechanism for embedding sustainable practices within educational 

systems, directly supporting the achievement of sustainable development goals. 

Environmental laws provide the necessary legal framework for these reforms, 

ensuring that educational practices align with national and global sustainability 

objectives. Finally, bridging the gap between educational policies and environmental 

laws is essential to create a cohesive strategy that ensures both sectors work together 
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effectively to achieve sustainability in education and society as a whole. This 

seamless integration of education and law fosters a stronger, more sustainable future 

for Nigeria, where both sectors contribute to addressing the challenges posed by 

climate change, resource depletion, and environmental degradation.   

Education reforms play a crucial role in promoting sustainable development, 

and one of the most effective ways to achieve this is through the integration of 

sustainability and environmental education into school curricula. By incorporating 

environmental topics across subjects such as geography, science, and social studies, 

education systems can provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to 

understand and address pressing environmental challenges. In countries like Finland, 

environmental education is integrated across multiple disciplines, creating an 

awareness of sustainability from an early age (Takala, 2020). Similarly, Nigeria has 

begun to integrate climate change education into its secondary school curriculum as 

part of its educational reforms aimed at fostering a sustainable future (Ogunyemi, 

2021). These curriculum reforms are essential in ensuring that future generations are 

prepared to deal with environmental challenges and promote sustainable living. 

Teacher education is another critical component of education reforms aimed at 

sustainability. Teachers play an essential role in shaping students' perceptions of the 

environment and their responsibility to protect it. As such, teacher training programs 

that emphasize sustainability and environmental law are crucial for equipping 

educators with the necessary knowledge and skills to teach these concepts 

effectively (Jones & Green, 2023). In Nigeria, there have been efforts to integrate 

sustainability and environmental law into teacher education programs. However, 

despite these efforts, challenges remain in fully incorporating these concepts into the 

professional development of teachers (Adeyemi, 2022). Effective teacher training in 

sustainability is essential for ensuring that educators can impart the knowledge 

necessary for a generation of students to take action on environmental issues. 

In addition to curriculum integration and teacher training, schools themselves 

must also play active roles in promoting sustainability through practical policies and 

eco-friendly practices. Schools can serve as models of sustainability by adopting 

green policies such as energy-efficient buildings, waste reduction programs, and 

water conservation initiatives. These practices not only reduce the environmental 

impact of educational institutions but also provide real-life examples of 

sustainability that students can adopt (Bodzin, 2021). In Nigeria, some schools have 

begun to implement sustainability practices, such as recycling programs and 

sustainable gardening projects, although these practices are not yet widespread 

across the country (Ibrahim, 2023). The role of schools in fostering sustainable 

development extends beyond the classroom to the very environment in which 

students learn. The government also plays a key role in driving education reforms 
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that integrate sustainability into the curriculum. Policy-driven support, such as the 

creation of national strategies for integrating sustainability into education, is 

essential for ensuring that reforms are carried out effectively. In Nigeria, policies 

like the National Policy on Education (2014) emphasize the importance of 

environmental education, but challenges remain in terms of consistent enforcement 

and funding for sustainability initiatives (Ibrahim, 2023). Government support is 

also crucial for providing incentives to schools that adopt sustainability programs 

and for offering professional development opportunities for teachers to improve 

their knowledge of environmental law and sustainability. Countries like Sweden 

have demonstrated the effectiveness of government-driven policies in advancing 

sustainability education at the national level, with significant improvements in 

environmental education resulting from such initiatives (Wright, 2022). 

Bridging the gap between education policy and environmental law presents 

several challenges, particularly in the integration of both fields into a coherent 

national strategy. One of the main obstacles is the institutional and resource-based 

challenges that hinder the effective implementation of policies. In many cases, the 

education sector lacks the necessary resources, including funding, training, and 

infrastructure, to fully integrate environmental education and sustainability into the 

curriculum (Ibrahim, 2023). Furthermore, there is often a disconnect between the 

agencies responsible for environmental law and those overseeing educational 

policies, making coordinated efforts difficult. These challenges are compounded by 

inconsistent political will and the absence of a unified approach to environmental 

and educational reforms (Okafor, 2023). Overcoming these barriers requires a more 

robust commitment from both sectors to align their priorities and pool resources 

effectively. Coordination between the education and environmental sectors is crucial 

for overcoming the challenges of policy integration. Collaboration between 

educational agencies, such as the Ministry of Education, and environmental 

agencies, such as the National Environmental Standards and Regulations 

Enforcement Agency (NESREA), can significantly enhance the implementation of 

sustainable practices in educational institutions. Effective coordination ensures that 

policies from both sectors complement each other, creating a holistic approach to 

sustainability education (Ogunyemi, 2021). Successful examples of collaboration 

can be seen in countries like Denmark, where joint initiatives between the education 

and environmental ministries have led to the establishment of sustainability-focused 

curricula and green school programs (Takala, 2020). In Nigeria, fostering closer ties 

between these sectors could help streamline efforts to incorporate environmental law 

into educational policies and practices. 

Therefore, to bridge the policy gaps between education and environmental 

law, several strategies can be employed. First, it is essential to establish clear, 
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actionable policies that integrate environmental sustainability into educational 

frameworks. This could involve the creation of joint task forces that include 

stakeholders from both the education and environmental sectors to draft policies that 

promote sustainability at all levels of education (Bodzin, 2021). Second, increasing 

public awareness of the importance of environmental law and sustainability in 

education will be crucial. Educational campaigns and workshops aimed at 

policymakers, educators, and the public can foster a culture of sustainability and 

promote greater acceptance of environmental education reforms. Finally, the 

government must take the lead by allocating sufficient resources to support the 

implementation of these policies, including funding for teacher training programs 

and the development of sustainability-focused curricula. These strategies are 

essential for aligning educational practices with environmental laws and ensuring 

that both sectors contribute to a sustainable future (Jones & Green, 2023). 
 

Literature Review  

           The role of education in sustainability has been widely discussed in academic 

literature, with a focus on how education reforms can contribute to achieving 

sustainability goals. Several studies emphasize that the integration of sustainability 

into education not only helps in building environmental awareness but also equips 

individuals with the knowledge and skills required to make informed decisions for a 

sustainable future. According to Bodzin (2021), education reform plays a pivotal 

role in promoting sustainability by enhancing environmental literacy and fostering 

responsible behavior among future generations. Furthermore, the incorporation of 

sustainability principles into curricula helps to shape attitudes and behaviors, 

encouraging students to actively contribute to environmental protection. For 

instance, Takala (2020) highlights that countries like Finland and Sweden have 

successfully integrated sustainability into their education systems, resulting in 

improved environmental awareness and greater societal participation in sustainable 

practices. In these countries, sustainability education is not limited to environmental 

science but is embedded across multiple subjects, thereby creating a holistic 

approach to environmental stewardship. Ogunyemi (2021) also discusses the 

importance of equipping educators with the skills and knowledge needed to teach 

sustainability, citing examples from Canada, where teacher training programs 

emphasize the integration of sustainability into teaching practices. Overall, 

education reforms aimed at promoting sustainability are critical in shaping a 

generation that is aware of and equipped to address environmental challenges. 

In Nigeria, the integration of sustainability into education through reforms 

remains an evolving process. According to Okafor (2023), the Nigerian education 

system has made significant strides in incorporating sustainability concepts into 

various levels of education. However, challenges such as limited resources, 
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inadequate teacher training, and a lack of a clear framework for sustainability 

education hinder the full realization of its potential. Nonetheless, efforts such as the 

inclusion of environmental education in the National Policy on Education have been 

made toward addressing these issues. Okafor (2023) suggests that education reforms 

should focus on strengthening the capacity of teachers and schools to deliver 

sustainability education effectively, alongside the development of clear policies that 

promote sustainable practices in educational settings. The establishment of a 

dedicated environmental education curriculum across all levels of education is seen 

as a crucial step in achieving sustainability goals in Nigeria (Ibrahim, 2023). 

Environmental laws are crucial in shaping the educational policies that 

promote sustainability, as they provide the legal framework for educational 

institutions to implement sustainability initiatives. Globally, environmental laws 

have been successfully integrated into educational policies in several countries. For 

example, in the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

collaborated with educational institutions to integrate sustainability into curricula 

through programs like the Environmental Education Grants Program (EPA, 2020). 

This program helps schools and communities incorporate environmental education 

into their teaching, ensuring that students are educated on environmental laws and 

sustainability practices. Similarly, in the European Union, policies such as the 

European Education for Sustainable Development (EESD) framework have been 

successful in aligning environmental laws with educational policies, promoting 

sustainable development at the institutional level (EU Commission, 2021). Also, in 

Nigeria, the integration of environmental laws into educational policies has been a 

gradual process. The National Environmental Standards and Regulations 

Enforcement Agency (NESREA) plays a significant role in regulating 

environmental practices within educational institutions by setting standards for 

waste management, pollution control, and energy efficiency (NESREA, 2021). 

However, the challenge remains in fully aligning environmental regulations with the 

education system’s policy framework, ensuring that environmental concerns are 

adequately addressed at all levels. Ogunyemi (2021) argues that there is a need for 

stronger coordination between educational and environmental agencies in Nigeria to 

ensure that environmental laws are effectively implemented within schools and 

universities. Furthermore, Ibrahim (2023) highlights the importance of integrating 

these laws into school curricula and policy guidelines, ensuring that students are not 

only aware of environmental issues but also understand the legal frameworks that 

govern sustainable practices. 

Largely, the literature suggests that there is a growing recognition of the 

need to integrate environmental laws into educational systems to achieve 

sustainability. While there have been successful reforms internationally, Nigeria still 
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faces challenges in fully implementing and integrating these policies at all 

educational levels. Education reforms must, therefore, be accompanied by robust 

legal frameworks and inter-agency collaboration to bridge the gap between 

educational policies and environmental laws, fostering a more sustainable future for 

the country. In exploring the intersection of education reforms and sustainability, a 

significant challenge arises from the gap in policy implementation and the 

coordination between the education and environmental sectors. Despite global 

emphasis on integrating sustainability into educational systems, many countries, 

including Nigeria, face persistent barriers in translating policies into effective 

practices. One of the key challenges identified is the lack of a cohesive framework 

that links educational reforms directly with environmental laws. Ogunyemi (2021) 

argues that while policy reforms in education increasingly incorporate sustainability, 

lack of adequate coordination between educational institutions and environmental 

agencies undermines the effectiveness of these policies. Often, environmental laws 

that mandate sustainable practices in schools are not fully aligned with the 

curriculum, leading to fragmented implementation that fails to produce long-term 

outcomes. 

Additionally, institutional challenges such as inadequate funding, lack of 

infrastructure, and limited resources for teacher training in sustainability education 

contribute to the widening gap between policy intentions and practical outcomes. 

Ibrahim (2023) highlights that while Nigeria has made strides in developing policies 

like the National Policy on Education and NESREA regulations, these policies are 

often not well-enforced at the grassroots level. For example, schools may have 

environmental sustainability policies on paper, but the implementation of eco-

friendly practices such as waste management, water conservation, and energy 

efficiency is limited by insufficient training for teachers and school administrators. 

Moreover, there is lack of synergy between the education and environmental sectors, 

with environmental laws and educational policies often developed in isolation from 

each other. This disconnection leads to inefficiencies in achieving sustainable 

development goals (SDGs), particularly in areas such as SDG 4 (Quality Education) 

and SDG 13 (Climate Action). Okafor (2023) points out that a fundamental gap in 

the Nigerian context is the absence of inter-agency collaboration to ensure that 

environmental policies are embedded in the education sector’s curriculum, teaching 

methodologies, and operational practices. 

Countries like Sweden has addressed this gap by fostering strong 

collaboration between education and environmental agencies, creating a model for 

effectively integrating sustainability into education. In Sweden, comprehensive 

teacher training, a sustainability-focused curriculum, and regular engagement 

between environmental and education ministries have been key to successfully 
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implementing environmental policies in schools (Takala, 2020). This model 

demonstrates the importance of cross-sector collaboration in achieving sustainability 

goals through education. However, in Nigeria, studies reveal that while some 

reforms exist, a comprehensive and coordinated approach is still lacking. Although 

reforms such as the National Policy on Education and NESREA regulations aim to 

promote sustainability, there remains insufficient alignment between educational 

policies and environmental laws. This gap is further exacerbated by challenges such 

as a lack of research on the effectiveness of current policies, limited capacity-

building initiatives for educators, and the absence of a robust monitoring and 

evaluation system to assess policy implementation. To bridge these gaps, further 

research is needed to explore the specific barriers hindering effective policy 

integration and identify opportunities for improved coordination between education 

and environmental sectors. Additionally, examining the experiences of countries 

with successful models of policy integration, these can offer valuable insights for 

Nigeria and other nations striving to align their education systems with sustainable 

development goals. 
 

Statement of the Problem 

             Education reforms hold the potential to act as a significant driver for 

fostering sustainable development, particularly in developing nations such as 

Nigeria, where both environmental challenges and educational advancements are 

critical for long-term growth. Ideally, a well-integrated education system would 

equip students with the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes to address 

environmental issues and promote sustainability within society. In the context of 

Nigeria, the incorporation of sustainability concepts within the education system is 

essential for achieving the nation's sustainable development goals (SDGs), such as 

SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 13 (Climate Action). Moreover, aligning 

educational policies with existing environmental laws is vital to ensure that 

sustainability is not only taught but also practiced within the school systems. 

However, the current situation reveals a substantial gap between education policies 

and environmental laws in Nigeria. Although frameworks like the National Policy 

on Education and environmental regulations such as those outlined by the National 

Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) 

advocate for sustainability, their integration remains inconsistent. Educational 

institutions frequently face challenges such as inadequate resources, insufficient 

teacher training, and limited infrastructure to implement eco-friendly practices 

effectively. Furthermore, coordination between environmental and educational 

sectors remains minimal, leading to fragmented policy implementation. 

Consequently, the full potential of education reforms to advance sustainable 

development is not being realized, and environmental policies are inadequately 



 
 

International Journal of Studies in Education – Vol. 20, Issue 3, 2024, 396 -414    E-ISSN: 2636-6320 

 
 

 

406 | P a g e  

 

 

*Institute of Maritime Studies, University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus 

 

 

incorporated into the educational system. This study examined the role of education 

reforms in fostering sustainable development in Nigeria, focusing on bridging the 

gap between educational policies and environmental laws. The research explored 

how education reforms can be better aligned with environmental laws to promote 

sustainability. It also investigated the barriers hindering effective integration, 

including institutional, financial, and infrastructural challenges, and proposed 

strategies for enhancing collaboration between education and environmental sectors. 

Ultimately, the study aimed to provide insights into how education reforms can be 

utilized to advance sustainable development in Nigeria, addressing the existing gaps 

between educational policies and environmental laws. 
 

Purpose of the Study 

The general purpose of this study was to examine the role of education reforms in 

fostering sustainable development in Nigeria, particularly focusing on bridging the 

gap between educational policies and environmental laws. Specifically, the study 

sought to: 

1. determine how education reforms can align educational policies with 

environmental laws to promote sustainability in Nigeria. 

2. identify the challenges in bridging the gap between educational policies and 

environmental laws in Nigeria. 

3. determine strategies to enhance coordination between the education and 

environmental sectors to foster sustainable development in Nigeria. 
 

Research Questions 

The following research questions guided the study 

1. What is the role of education reforms in aligning educational policies with 

environmental laws to promote sustainability in Nigeria? 

2. What are the challenges in bridging the gap between educational policies and 

environmental laws in Nigeria? 

3. What are the strategies to enhance coordination between the education and 

environmental sectors to foster sustainable development in Nigeria? 
 

Methods  

           The study adopted descriptive survey research design aimed at exploring the 

role of education reforms in aligning educational policies with environmental laws 

to promote sustainability in Nigeria. It was conducted in the Faculty of Education, 

University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, and specifically addressed three 

research questions. The population of the study consisted of 398 lecturers in the 

Faculty of Education, University of Nigeria, Nsukka. Given the manageable size of 

the population, no sampling was conducted. For data collection, the Role of 

Education Reforms in Environmental Law Questionnaire (RERELQ) was 
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developed, which focused on the alignment of educational policies with 

environmental laws. The instrument was validated by two experts from the 

Department of Early Childhood and Primary Education and one from the 

Department of Educational Foundations, University of Nigeria, Nsukka. The 

reliability of the instrument was established and it yielded a coefficient of 0.82, 

demonstrating its consistency and accuracy. The data were analyzed using 

descriptive statistics, particularly mean and standard deviation, to answer the 

research questions. The mean was used to summarize the central tendency of the 

data, while the standard deviation measured the spread of responses (Orodho, 2009). 

These measures allowed for an in-depth understanding of the respondents' opinions 

on the alignment between education reforms and environmental laws in Nigeria. A 

criterion mean of 2.50 was established as the cut-off point for analysis. Items with a 

mean score of 2.50 or higher were categorized as meeting the acceptance threshold 

and were consequently agreed upon, while items with a mean score below 2.50 were 

considered as falling short of the acceptance threshold and were thus disagreed upon 

(Likert, 1932). Based on this decision rule, responses were classified as either A 

(Agree) for items meeting the threshold or SD (Strongly Disagree) for those that did 

not. A criterion mean of 2.50 was established as the cut-off point for analysis. Items 

with a mean score of 2.50 or higher were categorized as meeting the acceptance 

threshold and were consequently agreed upon. Conversely, items with a mean score 

below 2.50 were considered to fall short of the acceptance threshold and were thus 

disagreed upon. Therefore, this method of data analysis allowed for clear, objective 

interpretations of the findings, ensuring that the study accurately reflected the views 

of the respondents on the role of education reforms in fostering sustainability 

through the integration of educational policies and environmental laws. 
 

Results 

Table: Mean and Standard Deviation of Responses on Education Reforms and 

Sustainability 

 

 

 

S/N 

 

 

 

Item Statement 

Mean 

(X̅) 

Std 

Dev 

(Std

) 

R
a
n

k
 

D
ec

is
io

n
 

1 Education reforms are essential for promoting 

sustainability 

4.2 0.5 1 A 

2 Environmental laws should be integrated into 

educational curricula 

4.0 0.6 2 A 

3 Teacher training programs should focus on 

sustainability 

3.8 0.7 3 A 

4 Policies linking education and environmental law 

are important 

3.6 0.8 4 A 

5 Educational institutions play a role in promoting 3.9 0.6 2 A 
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eco-friendly practices 

6 Governments should implement stronger 

environmental policies in schools 

4.1 0.5 1 A 

7 Schools should focus more on sustainability 

issues in their programs 

3.7 0.7 5 A 

8 Environmental education is not prioritized in 

Nigerian schools 

2.8 0.9 8 C 

9 Policy-makers should integrate environmental 

laws into educational frameworks 

4.0 0.6 2 A 

10 Collaboration between education and 

environmental sectors should be improved 

4.3 0.4 1 A 

11 There is sufficient awareness of environmental 

law in the education sector 

3.5 0.8 6 A 

 Aggregate Score 3.91 0.7  A 
 

            Data in Table 1 shows a strong consensus on the importance of education 

reforms in promoting sustainability, with an overall mean of 3.91. High mean scores 

(4.2, 4.1) highlight the strong support for integrating environmental laws into 

curricula and promoting eco-friendly practices in schools. The focus on 

sustainability in teacher training and policies linking education to environmental law 

received moderate support (3.8, 3.6). However, the item regarding environmental 

education's prioritization in Nigerian schools scored the lowest (2.8), indicating a 

gap in implementation. Most responses fall under "A" (strong agreement), 

underscoring the need for stronger coordination and prioritization of environmental 

education in Nigerian schools. 
 

Table: Mean and Standard Deviation of Responses on Challenges in Bridging 

the Gap Between Educational Policies and Environmental Laws in Nigeria 

 

 

 

S/N 

 

 

 

Item Statement 

Mean 

(X̅) 

Std 

Dev 

(Std

) 

R
a
n
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D
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1 Lack of proper policy coordination between 

education and environmental sectors 

4.3 0.4 1 A 

2 Insufficient funding for sustainability-related 

educational reforms 

4.0 0.6 2 A 

3 Weak institutional framework for implementing 

environmental policies in schools 

3.9 0.7 3 A 

4 Resistance from educational institutions to adopt 

environmental laws 

3.7 0.8 4 A 

5 Inadequate teacher training on environmental 

laws and sustainability 

3.8 0.6 3 A 

6 Poor collaboration between policy-makers and 

environmental agencies 

4.1 0.5 2 A 
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7 Lack of awareness on the importance of 

environmental education 

3.6 0.7 5 A 

8 Absence of effective monitoring mechanisms for 

policy implementation 

3.5 0.8 6 A 

9 Political interference affecting the integration of 

policies 

4.2 0.6 1 A 

10 Insufficient research on the impact of 

environmental laws on education 

3.9 0.7 3 A 

11 Lack of collaboration between educational and 

environmental NGOs 

3.8 0.7 3 A 

 Aggregate Score 3.9 0.7  A 

             Data in Table 2 indicates several challenges in bridging the gap between 

educational policies and environmental laws in Nigeria. The highest mean scores 

(4.3, 4.2) emphasize that a lack of proper policy coordination and political 

interference are seen as primary barriers. Additionally, insufficient funding for 

sustainability-related educational reforms (4.0) and poor collaboration between 

educational and environmental agencies (4.1) were identified as significant 

challenges. Other notable issues include resistance from educational institutions 

(3.7), inadequate teacher training (3.8), and absence of effective monitoring 

mechanisms (3.5). The overall mean of 3.9 reflects the critical nature of these 

challenges, indicating a need for focused efforts to address the gap between 

educational policies and environmental laws in Nigeria. 
 

Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation of Responses on Strategies to Enhance 

Coordination Between Education and Environmental Sectors 

 

 

S/N 

 

 

Item Statement 
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an 

(X̅) 

Std 

Dev 

(Std) R
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1 Establishment of collaborative platforms between 

educational and environmental agencies 

4.4 0.5 1 A 

2 Integration of sustainability and environmental law in 

teacher training programs 

4.3 0.6 2 A 

3 Development of policy guidelines to promote joint 

educational and environmental initiatives 

4.2 0.7 3 A 

4 Creation of an inter-ministerial committee to oversee 

the implementation of sustainability education 

4.1 0.5 4 A 

5 Incorporation of environmental education as a 

compulsory subject in the national curriculum 

4.0 0.6 5 A 

6 Government funding to support environmental 

sustainability education in schools 

4.3 0.5 2 A 

7 Promotion of public-private partnerships to fund 

environmental education initiatives 

4.1 0.6 4 A 
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8 Engagement of environmental NGOs in school-based 

sustainability programs 

4.0 0.7 5 A 

9 Strengthening of local government involvement in 

environmental education programs 

4.2 0.6 3 A 

10 Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to track the 

effectiveness of education-environmental 

collaboration 

4.3 0.5 2 A 

11 Inclusion of environmental education as part of 

national education policy updates 

4.4 0.5 1 A 

12 Inclusion of environmental sustainability themes in 

school extracurricular activities 

4.2 0.6 3 A 

13 Implementation of eco-friendly school facilities and 

practices to promote sustainability 

4.3 0.5 2 A 

14 Encouraging community-based environmental 

education programs alongside school curricula 

4.1 0.6 4 A 

15 Promotion of environmental clubs and student-led 

sustainability projects 

4.0 0.7 5 A 

16 Providing incentives for schools that implement 

sustainability-focused initiatives 

4.2 0.6 3 A 

 Aggregate Score 4.2 0.6   

         Data in Table 3 highlights the strategies for enhancing coordination between 

the education and environmental sectors to foster sustainable development in 

Nigeria. The highest mean scores (4.4) emphasize the importance of establishing 

collaborative platforms between educational and environmental agencies, along with 

incorporating environmental education into national policy updates. Strategies such 

as integrating sustainability into teacher training (4.3), promoting public-private 

partnerships (4.1), and strengthening local government involvement (4.2) are 

deemed essential. The inclusion of environmental education in extracurricular 

activities (4.2), eco-friendly school practices (4.3), and the encouragement of 

student-led projects (4.0) further demonstrate a holistic approach to fostering 

sustainable development. The overall mean of 4.2 indicates a strong consensus that 

these strategies are keys to enhancing coordination for sustainability in Nigeria. 
 

Discussion  

The findings of the study revealed that education reforms play a crucial role 

in aligning educational policies with environmental laws, fostering sustainability in 

Nigeria. Educational reforms, particularly those that incorporate sustainability 

concepts into curricula, teacher training, and school policies, directly contribute to 

the country's efforts to achieve sustainable development goals (SDGs). These 

reforms facilitate the creation of a generation that is not only environmentally aware 

but also equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to address environmental 

challenges. The findings are in consonance with the study of Yates and Tilbury 
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(2018), who posited that integrating environmental education into school curricula 

can significantly contribute to promoting sustainability. Similarly, Adebayo (2020) 

highlighted that the alignment of educational policies with environmental laws 

enables students to acquire practical knowledge on environmental stewardship, 

which is essential for long-term sustainability. 

The study found that several challenges hinder the effective bridging of the 

gap between educational policies and environmental laws in Nigeria. These 

challenges include institutional barriers, such as inadequate coordination between 

education and environmental agencies, lack of sufficient resources, and limited 

teacher training on sustainability issues. Additionally, there is a lack of clear policy 

integration between environmental law and education, which causes fragmentation 

in implementation. The findings are consistent with the research of Idowu and 

Adedeji (2021), who noted that lack of coordination between governmental sectors 

contributes to the weak integration of sustainability into the educational system. 

Similarly, Olufemi (2019) found that resource constraints and the absence of a clear 

regulatory framework significantly hinder the effective implementation of 

environmental education in schools, further widening the gap between educational 

policies and environmental laws. 

The findings of the study revealed that enhancing coordination between the 

education and environmental sectors can be achieved through improved policy 

integration, joint initiatives, and increased collaboration between educational 

institutions and environmental agencies. It is essential to establish mechanisms that 

ensure that educational reforms are consistently aligned with environmental policies. 

Training programs for teachers, creating awareness among stakeholders, and 

providing adequate resources for schools are crucial strategies to improve this 

coordination. These findings align with the study of Ogunyemi (2020), who 

emphasized that strategic collaborations between educational institutions and 

environmental organizations can lead to effective sustainability programs. Similarly, 

Akinwale (2021) argued that policy coherence between education and 

environmental sectors is fundamental for fostering a culture of sustainability, and 

that joint efforts can help overcome the challenges associated with policy 

fragmentation. 
 

Implications of the Study 

           This study has several implications for educational policy, environmental 

law, and sustainable development in Nigeria. First, it highlights the need for better 

integration between educational reforms and environmental laws to support national 

sustainability goals. Policymakers must prioritize sustainability in educational 

policies and curricula to equip future generations with the skills to address 

environmental challenges. Such alignment will foster an environmentally conscious 
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citizenry, contributing to the achievement of SDGs 4 (Quality Education) and 13 

(Climate Action). Second, the study identifies challenges in policy integration, 

particularly regarding resource allocation and institutional coordination. These 

obstacles hinder the effectiveness of both education reforms and environmental laws 

in promoting sustainable development. Policymakers should focus on enhancing 

collaboration between education and environmental agencies and invest in teacher 

training and resources to address these gaps. Lastly, the study emphasizes the role of 

schools and educators in promoting sustainability. Education must empower 

students to act toward a sustainable future, requiring shifts in policy and practice. 

Government agencies and environmental organizations must support schools with 

resources and continuous policy updates to address emerging environmental 

challenges. 
 

Contribution to Knowledge 

           This study contributes to knowledge by exploring the integration of education 

reforms and environmental laws in promoting sustainability in Nigeria. It highlights 

the importance of incorporating sustainability into educational curricula, teacher 

training, and school policies, aligning with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals, especially SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 13 (Climate 

Action). The study also identifies challenges such as institutional barriers and 

resource constraints that hinder policy integration. Additionally, it proposes 

strategies to improve coordination between education and environmental sectors, 

providing actionable recommendations for policymakers and educational leaders. 

Taken as a whole, the study lays a foundation for future research on education’s role 

in sustainable development, offering insights applicable to other nations facing 

similar environmental challenges. 
 

Conclusion 

            The study highlights the critical role of education reforms in fostering 

sustainable development in Nigeria, particularly through aligning educational 

policies with environmental laws. The findings reveal that integrating sustainability 

into curricula, teacher training, and school policies are essential for building a 

generation capable of addressing environmental challenges. It also underscores the 

need for stronger coordination between education and environmental sectors to 

overcome challenges such as resource limitations and institutional barriers. While 

significant progress has been made, substantial gaps remain in policy 

implementation and practical application of environmental laws within education 

systems. The study suggests that enhancing collaboration between educational 

institutions, government agencies, and environmental organizations is crucial for 

promoting a sustainable future.  
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Recommendations 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made: 

1. Education reforms should integrate sustainability and environmental law into 

curricula at all levels. 

2. Policymakers should allocate resources for teacher training on sustainability 

education. 

3. Schools should adopt eco-friendly practices and sustainability initiatives. 

4. Government agencies should improve coordination between education and 

environmental sectors. 

5. Collaboration between educational institutions and environmental organizations 

should be strengthened. 
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